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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 179515 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM 

SUBJ: BELGIAN CANDIDACY FOR COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT; 

NATO CONSULTATIONS ON NEW CD MEMBERS 

REF: USNATO 6700 

1 . BELGIAN EMBASSY MINISTER DE LA BARRE CALLED ON IO 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY HELMAN JULY 12 TO SEEK REACTION 
TO BELGIAN DIPLOMATIC NOTE (RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT JULY 10) 
EXPRESSING BELGIAN INTEREST IN BECOMING MEMBER OF NEW 
COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT. HE SAID BELGIUM HAD ALREADY MADE 
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DEMARCHES IN LONDON, PARIS AND THE HAGUE, AND THAT THESE 
CAPITALS RESPONDED "FAVORABLY." DE LA BARRE DID NOT KNOW 
WHETHER HIS GOVERNMENT HAD ALSO MADE A DEMARCHE IN MOSCOW. 

2. NOTING THAT AT PRESENT THERE IS NO CONSENSUS AMONG 
INTERESTED STATES AS TO THE MECHANISM THROUGH WHICH NEW 
CD MEMBERS WOULD BE SELECTED, HELMAN REPLIED USG IS STILL 
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CONSIDERING HOW TO PROCEED. HELMAN NOTED THAT TO DATE 
3 OTHER NATO MEMBERS (NORWAY, DENMARK, TURKEY) AS WELL AS 
A NUMBER OF OTHER FRIENDLY STATES HAVE PRESENTED THEIR 
CANDIDACIES, AND POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT FOR US 
TO CHOOSE AMONG NATO MEMBERS. DE LA BARRE AGREED, AND 
INQUIRED WHETHER US WOULD FAVOR NATO CONSULTATIONS ON CD 

MEMBERSHIP. HELMAN NOTED THERE HAD ALREADY BEEN SOME 
DISCUSSION OF THIS IN NAC(REFTEL) AND SAID US TRADITIONALLY 
SUPPORTS NATO CONSULTATIONS. HOWEVER, HE EXPRESSED DOUBT 
THAT SUCH CONSULTATIONS WOULD LEAD TO A DECISION WITHIN 
NATO AS TO WHOSE CANDIDACY SHOULD BE FAVORED. DE LA BARRE 
CONCEDED THIS MIGHT BE TRUE, BUT NONETHELESS THOUGHT 
CONSULTATIONS WOULD BE USEFUL. 

3. FORUSNATO: AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE, WHILE WE 
HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT EFFICACY OF NATO CONSULTATIONS ON NEW 
CD MEMBERS, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR 
US TO TRY TO BLOCK SUCH CONSULTATIONS. OUR OWN THINKING 
ON NEW CD MEMBERS, HOWEVER, IS STILL IN A PRELIMINARY STAGE. 
ACCORDINGLY. SHOULD SUBJECT OF NATO CONSULTATIONS ON CD 
MEMBERSHIP BE RAISED AGAIN AND A CONSENSUS IN FAVOR OF SUCH 
CONSULTATIONS DEVELOP, YOU MAY INDICATE AGREEMENT IN 
PRINCIPLE TO HOLD CONSULTATIONS. HOWEVER. YOU SHOULD 
SUGGEST THAT THEY BE DEFERRED UNTIL WE HAVE A CLEARER 
IDEA OF THE PROCESS THROUGH WHICH NEW MEMBERS WILL BE 
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SELECTED. CHRISTOPHER 
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